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Green Springs' Anna Valley Farm Gallops 
into the World of Training Cutting Horses 

Anna V d e y  Fann wiU soon offer an indoor arena for riding lessons. 

PAT WILSON H City slickers looking to 
don boots and a cowboy hat now have the 
ideal location to learn the skills of western 
riding. More adept horsemen can use the 
working cow horses and small herd of 
longhorn cattle at Anna Valley Fann to 
hone their cutting and team penning tech- 
niques under the watchlid eye of a trainer 
with decades of experience in the sports. 

On his 186 acres nestled in the rolling 
piedmont of the Green Springs district 
of Louisa County, Paul Vesely is in the 
process of completing an indoor arena, 
clearing additional pasture and selling paint 
and Quarter horses. Already a barn of well- 
trained equines and an outdoor riding ring, 
plus miles of trails, welcome clients. 

Pat Brunson, formerly of Orange 
County, handles the training and lessons. 
With a previous career as a professional 
rodeo calf roper, he combines his expertise 
to work with experienced horsemen with 
the patience to instruct novice riders. 

"W_hove a simple rnlmmhip. I own tbe 

assets and he does the horses," said Vesely. 
"We do lessons, sales, events and clinics, 
along with training the cutting and reined 
cow horses. Once the indoor and its stalls are 
complete, we will do selective boarding." 

Barn manager, Amanda Jacobs, assists 
with all aspects of the business. 

Vesely, himsehimself, is an example ofBrunson's 
success. He had never been on a horse until 18 
months ago. Now, he enjoys working cattle, 
executing a reining pattern or just loping 
across the acreage on a sunny afternoon 

For Brunson, time not spent coaching is 
devoted to selecting young quality Quarter 
horse prospects for clients or for resale after 
he perfects the equines' innate abilities. Using 
leg pressure and a minimal amount of signals 
with his reins, Brunson moves his horse with 
lightning speed to outfox a reluctant steer, then 
gently returns to a jog showing the ability of 
the horse to adjust to his c o d .  

"We like the Doc O'Lena and Holly- 
wood Dun It bloodlines," he said. "These 
are docile, loyal and coy-savvy." 

At present 18 horses graze on Vesely's 
land, some used for lessons, a few in a 
breeding program and the majority in train- 
ing as sale prospects. 

"My favorite is Captain, one of the two 
horses that Pat brought with him," said Vese- 
ly. "It will be here for the rest of its life." 

Team penning, where three iiders work 
together to separate and corral designated 
steers from a herd, is a growing sport in 
Virginia. Brunson works with riders and 
their mounts to learn the skills and coopera- 
tion needed to compete successfully. 

"We go to a place in Culpeper on Friday 
nights to practice and also travel [with clients] 
around to regional competitions," he said. 

Vesely encourages anyone interested in 
owning a horse to consider lessons, attend 
clinics and even take a horse on trial to see 
if it is suitable. 

Brunson has brought an additional facet 
to Anna Valley. A comer special operations 
forces member specializing in military 
insertions and extractions, he isqmeagly a 

out to id&priGleged and handicapped I 

children to take riding lessons," he said. 1 
Jacobs has th+c riding eqmience i 

in her background, which would compli- 
ment the possiQility. I I 

The Beginnings of Anna Valley Farm 
Vesely, the owner of Blue Mountain 

Data Systems, a software development 
lirm based in Northern Virginia, hails from 

I 
upstate New York. I 

Loaded with recollections from his par- 
ents about life on his grandparents' dairy 
farm, Vesely was first exposed to a similar 
atmosphere while working on his brother's 
hay farm. Those pleasant memories remain 
with him into adulthood. 

"I learned to drive a tractor when I was 
nine," he said. "My older brother, David, 
grew up wanting to farm, as well. Even 
though he was an electrical engineer, he 
bought land in upstate New York ... As a 
teenager during the summer, I'd help him 
cut hay and do custom combining." 

Living in city subdivisions as an adult, 
Vesely always had owning a farm in the 
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and the name, Anna, is in her memory." 
Vesely divides his time between his 

two homes. 
At first fencing land for a Boer meat 

goat operation, Vesely soon realized the 
project was impractical since he was an 
absentee landowner. 

"At one $me we had 92 goats," he said. 
"I hired lab* to feed and care for them. It 
was not profitable, so I ended it." 

Offering to board horses for people 
wishing to care for their own animals led to 
his meeting Brunson and the present focus 
of the equine operation. 

More recently, Vesely purchased an - - 
additional 86 acres. 

With the help of local foresters, he is. 
proceeding with a long-term plan of land 
clearing and pasture reclamation, along 
with timber growth and sales. 

"We have designed areas for pasture and 
a home site," he said. "The curreet goal is 
to create 100 acres of hay and pasture but 
to preserve the areas around creeks and 
leave some older trees." 

Vesely has relied on Scott Byars, Flu- 
vanna County agent for Vhginia Exten- 
sion Services, state forester.David Stone, 
timberman Matt Dowdy (C & K Forestry 
Services, Louisa) and Roy Poindexter, a 
Kent's Store farmer and cattleman, for 
advice. He recopmends others seek expert 
help if considering a similar venture. 

"It's great to have people to bounce 
ideas off and discover options," he said. 

At first, hay will supply the farm's ani- 
mals, but as additional land is seeded, he 
anticipates selling round and square bales 
of an orchard grass-timothy mix. 

"I've often been told that if you want to 
make a small fxhme, start with a large fortune 
and invest in horns," he said with a grin 

So far, the demands of fsrm chores and the 
investment in equipment and 
have not changed his mind Relaxing trail 
rides over the rolling countryside and the 
enjoyment of time spent cutting cattle have 
confirmed the wisdom of his decision 

Vesely welcomes inquiries into les- 
sons, team penning events, sales and other 
projects at Anna Valley Farm by calling 
(540) 967-3259 or through email to pad@ 
annavalleyfarm.com. 
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